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‘AKE Zine: francesstreetpress.com/ake-zine/

.| Editorial: Complaint Collective

As early career scholars and postgraduate students, Sara
Ahmed’s recent lecture ‘On Complaint’ (Ahmed 2018)
resonated deeply in our hearts. We have all embodied, and
been part of ‘complaints’ through our creative practices,
institutional contexts, feminist and/or decolonial politics.
Thus, this issue is inspired on Ahmed’s work on institutional
complaints. For us, and many others, it can be hard to find
room for complaint within systems that are heavily
controlled by those that the complaint is brought against. It
often feels ‘suffocating’ (Ahmed 2018). . 3

Through visual participatory methods, sociological fiction
and zine-making, here we creatively and critically engage
with Ahmed’s ‘On Complaint’. We present this AKE zine

issue as a platform for complaint to exist, to exit, to become ~‘
collective complaint.

Ashleigh Watson
. Ahmed S (2018) On Complaint. In Wheeler Centre
Laura Rodrlguez Castro Broadcasts. Melbourne, Australia, 24 October.
Samantha Trayhurn Available at https://www.wheelercentre.com/
IR# broadcasts/sara-ahmed-on-complaint? (accessed
q 10 July 2019).

This issue of Affect, Knowledge, Embodiment (AKE) Zine is
the product of a collaborative critical feminist arts/research
workshop that took place at Griffith University on.]uly 19th,

' | 2018. The workshop was co-convened by academic and

| creative practitioners Dr Laura Rodriguez Castro, Dr
Ashleigh Watson and Samantha Trayhurn whp explor.ed the
entanglement of decolonial epistemologies, zme-mak.mg
and sociological fiction. The workshop culminated with a
session of collaborative zine-making in which participants
applied the focal ideas of embodiment, affect. and N
knowledge, and contributed their own creative and critical

work and thoughts.
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A complaint can be shattering, like a broken jug, we can be left in pi
) ieces”
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(Ahmed 2 018)
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(Ahmed 2018)



“Smoothing things over requires

"";l‘emoving traces of histories...”
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It's normal Pt ST

M ings inevitably cool

. Both girls and
guys can exhibit this behaviour:

"B << if the situation is toxic.
As | said, S

it's easier to hide it @
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Complaints have a lot to teach us”
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long corridors, doors with locks on them, windows with blinds that come
| rdozvn, to seems to sort of imbue every part of it with a cloistered feeling, .
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(Ahmed 2018)
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A Woman Speaks |

28 Audre Lorde
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We are you

“I'm not really turned on by the

waking you up all night,’

taking the time _
, just like in the movies. Immediately
Yes. She tells me
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( on suggestive dimensions and

| a universe beneath the skin.




something has tried to kill me
and has failed. gy & 4 ‘



meY arry too much loss,
are too heavy to be around

s that what we're here for?
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My Voice

W Ly

To cure myselfé
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Began by making

queen
Whose strength was
greater than a rival e
king’s.




THE OUIET ACHIEVER |
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she keeps qu1te still,

| Eaten aways g

her eyes are empty.
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was enacting

_understand
the singular






