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Imagination is a dream, a question; an assembling of ifs; we wonder, yearn,
guess, think; we ruminate, muse; we envision, we mind; we worry; create
respite; we try on feeling. And imagination makes a temporary opening: to
aspire, to reckon, to invent.
 
Where do we desire? How do joy and rage arc our collective trajectories? What
makes imagination possible, critical? What can imagination make?



DIY cultures are material invitations to imagine
otherwise. And critical imagination is a tendon of DIY:
it is essential to resistant modes of participation, it is a
political capacity to conceive and create. 



AKE ZINE

a feminist arts/research
workshop series, zine series,
symposium & archive themed
on affect, knowledge &
embodiment

QUEERING THE MAP

a community generated
counter-mapping platform for
archiving LGBTQ2IA+
experience in relation to
physical space

MAPPING HADIY

Mapping Homemade, Amateur
& DIY Cultural Economies -
focus on grassroots, artist-led,
independent and alternative
events and festivals 



AKE ZINE

a feminist arts/research
workshop series, zine series,
symposium & archive themed
on affect, knowledge &
embodiment



Something happens when
participants step from their daily
activities and into these creative and
critical spaces to make zines with
their bodies in place











Traversing DIY projects of feminist zines, queer
maps and fringe performance, we can glimpse how
people make critical imagination possible.

These projects reveal (at least in part) what it
means and takes to participate. 



Imagination is a power critical to resistance. Imagination is also
essential to how power takes root – to the everyday sustenance of
heteropatriarchy, racism and colonialism, to how technofascism is
being materialised and the future made un/certain.

Materialised in the tensions between conflicting imaginaries, we
can consider DIY as a way we feel and think together.



To understand and sustain DIY, to seed
critical imagination against and for (new)
structures of power, we might ask:

How do resistance and desire move us
to imagine? 

What makes it possible to critique and
create?



THANK YOU

ashleigh.watson@unsw.edu.au
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